
HEALING OF NAAMAN
2 KINGS 5



Part I

The Miracle 



“2 Kings 5-1-19:“Now Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Syria, was

a great and honorable man in the eyes of his master, because by him the Lord

had given victory to Syria. He was also a mighty man of valor, but a leper. 2 And

the Syrians had gone out on raids, and had brought back captive a young girl

from the land of Israel. She waited on Naaman’s wife. 3 Then she said to her

mistress, “If only my master were with the prophet who is in Samaria! For he

would heal him of his leprosy.” 4 And Naaman went in and told his master,

saying, “Thus and thus said the girl who is from the land of Israel.” 5 Then the

king of Syria said, “Go now, and I will send a letter to the king of Israel.” So he

departed and took with him ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels of gold,

and ten changes of clothing. 6 Then he brought the letter to the king of Israel,

which said, Now be advised, when this letter comes to you, that I have sent

Naaman my servant to you, that you may heal him of his leprosy, 7 And it

happened, when the king of Israel read the letter, that he tore his clothes and

said, “Am I God, to kill and make alive, that this man sends a man to me to heal

him of his leprosy? Therefore please consider, and see how he seeks a quarrel

with me.” 8 So it was, when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel

had torn his clothes, that he sent to the king, saying, “Why have you torn your

clothes? Please let him come to me, and he shall know that there is a prophet in

Israel.”

Text 



…9 Then Naaman went with his horses and chariot, and he stood at the door of

Elisha’s house. 10 And Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, “Go and wash in

the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be restored to you, and you shall be

clean.” 11 But Naaman became furious, and went away and said, “Indeed, I said

to myself, ‘He will surely come out to me, and stand and call on the name of the

Lord his God, and wave his hand over the place, and heal the leprosy.’ 12 Are not

the Abanah[a] and the Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the

waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them and be clean?” So he turned and went

away in a rage. 13 And his servants came near and spoke to him, and said, “My

father, if the prophet had told you to do something great, would you not have

done it? How much more then, when he says to you, ‘Wash, and be clean’?” 14

So he went down and dipped seven times in the Jordan, according to the saying

of the man of God; and his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child, and

he was clean. 15 And he returned to the man of God, he and all his aides, and

came and stood before him; and he said, “Indeed, now I know that there is no

God in all the earth, except in Israel; now therefore, please take a gift from your

servant.” 16 But he said, “As the Lord lives, before whom I stand, I will receive

nothing.” And he urged him to take it, but he refused…

Text



17 So Naaman said, “Then, if not, please let your servant be given two mule-

loads of earth; for your servant will no longer offer either burnt offering or

sacrifice to other gods, but to the Lord. 18 Yet in this thing may the Lord pardon

your servant: when my master goes into the temple of Rimmon to worship there,

and he leans on my hand, and I bow down in the temple of Rimmon—when I

bow down in the temple of Rimmon, may the Lord please pardon your servant in

this thing.” 19 Then he said to him, “Go in peace.” So he departed from him a

short distance.”

Text 



Credibility of the Young Girl!
� Simple Faith: confident that the solution is with God through his

servant
� Faith is not necessarily associated with knowledge but rather beyond it

(the girl that prayed for rain)

� Many people waste a lot of time trying to understand and analyze what,

sometimes, does not matter,while others remain focused on the goal

� Matthew 11:25: “I thank You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You

have hidden these things from the wise and prudent and have revealed

them to babes.” (used also by the priest in the liturgy

� St. Simon the tanner

� Care / compassion: while being a captive, she OFFERED her

“master” a solution

� Built on Solid Spiritual Life & honesty

� She referred him to a stronger person



Naaman (1/2)
� Started off perfect by believingthe servant

� Did not despise Israel, the prophet of Israel…etc

� How do you look at the cultural gaps present in the church?

� There was still remnants of pride and was angry when not

receiving enough attention from Elisha

� Many servants operate on appreciationand recognition

� 2 Cor 6: “People of Corinth, we have spoken frankly and opened our

heart to you. 12 Any distress you feel is not on our side; the distress is in

your own selves. 13 In fair exchange-I speak as though to children of

mine - you must open your hearts too”

� 2 Cor 12: 14 Here I am, ready to come to you for the third time and I am

not going to be a burden on you: it is not your possessions that I want,

but yourselves. Children are not expected to save up for their parents,

but parents for their children, 15 and I am more than glad to spend what

I have and to be spent for the sake of your souls. Is it because I love you

so much more, that I am loved the less? 16 All right…”



Naaman (2/2)
� Sometimes, what God requests is illogical;does not make sense

� The church operates on 7 sacraments ( we cannot comprehend fully)

� We need to know what we don’t know and admit that (the story of St.

Anthony and his disciple Anba Youssef)

� He was open to be persuaded (good soldiers / friends of the

paralytic)

� By the end he obeyed strictly the spiritual guidance/ believed



Part II

Unacceptable 

Servant 



Text
20 But Gehazi, the servant of Elisha the man of God, said, “Look, my master has

spared Naaman this Syrian, while not receiving from his hands what he brought;

but as the Lord lives, I will run after him and take something from him.” 21 So

Gehazi pursued Naaman. When Naaman saw him running after him, he got

down from the chariot to meet him, and said, “Is all well?” 22 And he said, “All is

well. My master has sent me, saying, ‘Indeed, just now two young men of the

sons of the prophets have come to me from the mountains of Ephraim. Please

give them a talent of silver and two changes of garments.’” 23 So Naaman said,

“Please, take two talents.” And he urged him, and bound two talents of silver in

two bags, with two changes of garments, and handed them to two of his

servants; and they carried them on ahead of him. 24 When he came to the

citadel, he took them from their hand, and stored them away in the house; then

he let the men go, and they departed. 25 Now he went in and stood before his

master. Elisha said to him, “Where did you go, Gehazi?” And he said, “Your

servant did not go anywhere.” 26 Then he said to him, “Did not my heart go with

you when the man turned back from his chariot to meet you? Is it time to

receive money and to receive clothing, olive groves and vineyards, sheep and

oxen, male and female servants? 27 Therefore the leprosy of Naaman shall cling

to you and your descendants forever.” And he went out from his presence

leprous, aswhite as snow.



Gehazi
� This is someone who accompanied Elisha for a longtime but did

not learn anything

� It sounds like he has history with greed and dishonest gain

� Lead him to lying

� The worst example is Judas Iscariot

� The story of the 2 prodigal sons

� Matthew 3: 7-9: “7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees

coming to his baptism, he said to them, “Brood of vipers! Who warned you to

flee from the wrath to come? 8 Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance, 9

and do not think to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I

say to you that God is able to raise up children to Abraham from these

stones. And even now the ax is laid to the root of the trees. Therefore every

tree which does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”



In Summary…We Saw
� A little girl that:

� Had simple / strong faith

� Had compassion and faithfulness to her “master”

� Knew exactly her limits

� An army leader that:

� Had a good start

� Stumbled because of his pride along the way

� But finally obeyed

� A servant from within God’s household who missed out

completelyon why he was there


